Comments before the National Dialogue on Cancer — April 16

Good afternoon, and thank you for inviting me to speak at this event

today.

As Co-Chair of the Senate Cancer Coalition, I know what a difficult
fight cancer patients often face. | also know every day we are working

on new tests and treatments to help them win this fight.

However, it is only the cancer patient and survivor who can fully
appreciate what it means to fight the disease, and the true value of the
innovations on display here today. With these cutting edge
breakthroughs, today we are able to detect cancer earlier; today we are
treat it more effectively and lessinvasively. Today, in thisroom, we are
witness to medical progress, and human progress, at itsbest. What we
are witnessto today will tranglate in to many more tomorrows for cancer

patients and survivors around the world.

Already, there are new gene-based tests for diseases like colon and
breast cancer that can detect disease earlier, direct better treatment
decisions, and even warn people in advance that they are likely to
develop cancer. God willing, and with our financial and intellectual

resources focused, advances in molecular imaging will one day render



invasive surgical biopsy obsolete. New technology breakthroughs mean
more patients can be treated with less-invasive surgery or no surgery at
all.

Already, we have a oral pill on the market that focuses al of it’s strength
on amolecular target, virtually curing a once fatal type of Leukemia
with little or no side effects. Survivors are today going about their daily
lives who only afew short years ago had not enough energy to get out of
bed, and even less hope for along life. God willing, and with our
financial and intellectual resources focused, we will discover molecular
targets for many more terminal cancers and treat them with as much

SUCCESS.

These advances offer just aforetaste of the breakthroughs | believe we
will witness in the coming years as our unprecedented public and private
commitment to cancer research bears fruit in both the public and private
sectors. | believe that it istime for this country to set a date by which

cancer survivorship will be the rule and cancer deaths— unusual.

Policy makers here in Washington need to understand the value of these
new technologies. For acancer patient the value these breakthroughsis
their life. Many of these advances — like minimally invasive breast

biopsy and oral molecular targeted drugs — can actually reduce



procedure costs. Y et, our antiquated Medicare policy discourages
doctors from performing the procedures and treating patients with the
latest technology. Other advances are held up by our only slightly
updated FDA review policies that have a difficult time keeping pace

with changes in technology.

Medicare' s obsolete procedures for adopting new technologies must be
reformed so that cancer patients receive the new tests and treatments
they need. FDA needs to be better prepared for the new advances
emerging to diagnose and treat cancer. And policymakersin the public
and private sector must consider the broad improvements these advances

make in the health care system and society as awhole.

| believe the value we place on advanced medical technologies and
treatments reflects the value we place on human lifeitself. Since
Hippocrates first wrote his sacred oath, promoting medical progress and
protecting human life have always gone hand in hand and must continue

to do so.



| honor the cancer patients and survivors; and the researchers and
companies, here today for the fight you are waging against this terrible
disease. | hope that we will all honor the patients of tomorrow by
ensuring that medical progress advances in ways that value human life,
and advance until the day, so close on the horizon, when we have finally

triumphed over cancer and the other diseases we face.

No one understands the value of a human life more than a survivor
who has had to fight for their own. For that reason, it is especially to the
cancer survivors and patients here today that | promise to keep working
with you in the fight we are waging against cancer. | will keep working
to support research funding for new cancer tests and treatments, and to
effect changesin health policy to ensure these new breakthroughs are

available to patients who need them.

Thank you.



